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Summer Reading 2012 

Dream Big, READ! And Own 

the Night 

 Elizabeth Public Library participated 

in the NJ State Library’s Summer 

Reading Program for children, teens 

and adults. 



Drawing Japanese Anime 

with Artist Doug Baron 

 On August 7th, 21st, and 

November 10th artist, Doug 

Baron showed teens how to 

draw Japanese anime as 

well as showing his own 

techniques and characters.  



Fall Concert Series 

 Once again the Elizabeth Public  

Library hosted the Seventh Annual Fall  

Concert Series with support from the 

Union County Office of Cultural and  

Heritage Affairs. 

 October 11th at 12pm – Carrie                   

Jackson Trio 

 October 18th at 7pm – Capital                    

Heights Lyric Opera La                         

Cerenterola 

 October 25th at 12pm – Jean                        

Avery 

 November 1st at 7pm – New Jersey Symphony 

Orchestra “Something for Everyone” 

 November 8th at 12pm – Rutgers University Jazz 

Duo 

 November 15th at 12pm Kean University 



Technology 

eLibraryNJ is available for 

eReaders, tablets and smartphones 

 Elizabeth Public Library 

became a member of 

eLibraryNJ, which is a 

consortium of libraries that 

own e-books that can be 

borrowed to read on 

electronic devices. The 

library offered classes and 

training at the main and all 

branches. 



Centennial 

 An Open House took place on Friday,             

October 5, from 1–5 pm,                    

commemorating the 100th anniversary                          

of the dedication of the Elizabeth                     

Public Library located at 11 South                     

Broad Street. Artifacts and images                      

were on display throughout the                           

building and tours were available to                     

the public. A slide show which was set                   

to period music highlighted the library                     

throughout the past 100 years. 
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Programs 

 The children’s department hosted a pajama 
party in July and August for children  pre-k to 
2nd grade. 

 During the month of August the Elmora branch 
hosted a book and film discussion for the film, 
Day After Tomorrow and the book Life as We 
Knew It by Susan Beth Pferrer. 

 On August 18th there was a magic show with 
Mark Zacharia and an awards ceremony to 
close out summer reading. 

 On August 29th, Vince Sharp of the Turtle Back Zoo visited the 

Elmora branch with an owl explaining what it means to live 

with nocturnal backyard wildlife in a program 

 A program on Aromatherapy took place on November 3rd 

featuring the healing properties of aromas from essential oils 

that can help you with relaxing or energizing, help you sleep or 

create a certain mood. 

 On December 10th the Terence J. Reilly Middle School Chorus 

held a special noontime holiday concert. 

 In January the Elizabeth Public Library in cooperation with 

Literacy Volunteers of Union County began to offer GED Test 

Preparation classes on the third floor of the library. 

 The Elizabeth Public Library provided the computer lab for the 

Department of Youth Services, who held free SAT preparation 

classes from January to April. 



Programs 

 On January 7th the Elizabethport Branch held a 
program for motivated, high achieving students 
from lower income families to help them learn 
about educational opportunities.  A 
representative from NJ SEEDS gave the 
presentation. 

 For Black History Month the Reference/Adult 
Services Department held “African-American 
Genealogy” with Gene Armstead, a member of 
the NJ Chapter of the Afro-American Historical 
and Genealogical Society. 

 The children's department held a program called Animals 

Coming Out of Hibernation on March 16th with a selection of 

animals from the Turtle Back Zoo. 

 On April 17th the Elmora branch hosted a program with the NJ 

Orators with students from 7-18 years of age to celebrate 

National Poetry Month 

 Some Like It Hot! Growing Peppers took place on April 27th with 

Madeline Flahive DiNardo of Rutgers Agricultural Experiment 

Station offered tips for growing a variety of peppers. 

 To help patrons lead a healthier lifestyle the Elizabeth Public 

library offered the following programs: 

 May 4th: Learning from the Obesity Epidemic: What NOT to Eat with 

Richard Perlmutter, A.B.S., M.S. 

 May 11th: Making Heart Healthy Choices with Dr. Karen Ensle, Associate 

Professor at Rutgers University 



Programs 

 On June 8th the Reference/Adult Services 
Department helped patrons with job skills, 
resume and cover letter writing by teaching 
them how to access and use Job & Career 
Accelerator from Learning Express Library. 

 On June 17th Nancy Berkenfeld of the 
Elmora Branch hosted a program titled 
“Talking Summer, Talking Ground Breaking 
Reads: Banned Books”. 
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Dinosaurs Rock 

 Fossil digs for kids took place at the                   

Main Library and LaCorte Branch to                   

launch the Summer Reading Clubs in                  

June 2013.  The Elmora Branch                        

hosted a visit from Field Station                           

Dinosaurs of Secaucus, complete                              

with a 15-foot mechanical dinosaur                       

on June 26th, while the                             

Elizabethport Branch hosted a                         

special summer reading visit from                         

the Turtleback Zoo. 



Rescuing the River 

 New Jersey Council for the Humanities  
and the Elizabeth Public Library presented 
Face to Face: Community Conversations.  
This was a documentary film exploring the 
history of industrial activity, political 
activism, and legal action surrounding the 
cleanup of contaminated sites along New 
Jersey’s Raritan River. History Professor 
Neil Maher of Rutgers University-NJIT 
facilitated a discussion after the film. 



Highlights 

 During the months of July and August 2012                                 

the children’s department offered a computer                               

club for children in the grades of 3rd thru 5th. 

 The Elmora branch hosted a Friday Film                              

Festival titled “Remakes vs. Classics that ran                           

from July 6th thru September 28th. 

 Tax preparation for 2012 income taxes took                           

place again at the Elizabeth Public Library                             

running from February 5th thru April 11, 2013. 

 From January to March, the library held a                             

James Bond Film Festival during the                             

Wednesday morning movies 

 In March the Reference/Adult Services                           

department held a workshop for adults that                              

centered on improvement of the quality of life                         

with a representative from the Kessler                        

Rehabilitation Center. 

 During the month of May, Teen Librarian,                              

Lonnie Johnson celebrated TEEN CEO month by offering two 

workshops for teens: 
 Business Types on May 1st 

 Business Structures on May 8th  

 There was an open mic poetry contest held at the Elizabeth Public 

Library for teen on April 6th.  Prizes were awarded for best poetry 

about the library. 

 The teen department held a photo contest on May 22nd.  The 

pictures focused on “anything under a light or underground’. 
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